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CHRIS ELDRIDGE HIRED AS CITY MANAGER 
 

Former S. Carolina Administrator 
Brings 22 Years of Experience, Will 
Start Doraville Position on July 6 

The Doraville City Council has approved the hiring 
of a new city manager, Chris Eldridge, who most 
recently served for seven years as administrator 
for Horry County, South Carolina. Eldridge will 
begin his duties in Doraville on Monday, July 6. 
 
Eldridge has 22 years of managerial experience in 
government. Prior to his work for Horry County, he 
was a municipal manager for the South Carolina 
cities of Liberty, Pickens and Georgetown. He is a 
graduate of Appalachian State University and has 
a master's degree in public administration from 
Clemson University. He also is a credentialed 
manager with the International City/County 
Management Association. 
 
In his career, Eldridge has overseen a variety of 
projects, including streetscapes, wayfinding, 
recreation complexes, parks development, and 
road construction and improvements. 
Organizational improvements, both in service level 
and efficiency, have been a focus for him. 
 
"We are excited to get Chris on board and are 
expecting quick results from him," said Mayor 
Joseph Geierman. "The City Council has multiple 
projects and priorities that it wants to see progress 
on. Among those are filling open director-level 
positions at the City, completing a full cost/service 

 

 



analysis of outsourced services and rezoning 
Buford Highway for mixed use." 
 
"It is an honor to be selected by the City Council to 
implement their vision for Doraville," Eldridge said. 
"I am eager to get started. The interview process 
allowed me to get to know the council and 
experience their excitement for Doraville's future. 
Their enthusiasm sold me on the position. I can't 
wait to continue to learn all I can about Doraville 
and become a part of the community." 
 
Charles D. Atkinson, Doraville's police chief, has 
served as the City's interim city manager for six 
months. He will continue as police chief. 

 

Participate in a Meet-and-Greet With Chris Eldridge Next Week 

You're invited to a virtual meet-and-greet with Doraville's new city manager, Chris Eldridge, at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, June 24. Mayor Joseph Geierman will host the event, and you can submit 
questions to him in advance at mayor@doravillega.us. 
 
Click here to register for the teleconference. Participants should have an opportunity to speak to 
Eldridge and ask questions. 

  

 

  

  

COVID-19 TESTING SITE OPENS IN CITY 
 



 

 

Mayor Participates in Free Testing at Former Kmart Property  

Mayor Joseph Geierman was among those to be tested this week for COVID-19 at the site that opened in 
the parking lot of the old Kmart property, 5597 Buford Highway. The site is accessible from the Longmire 
Road extension, across from the post office. Free testing is offered from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Although registration is not required, it can help speed the process. To register, click here 
or call the DeKalb County Board of Health at (404) 294-3700, Option 1. 

 

  

  

BE COUNTED IN THE 2020 CENSUS! 
 



 

 

Mayor Geierman: 'Do Your Part, 
Complete the Census' 

From the Mayor: "I'm asking your household to 
complete the 2020 U.S. Census. Cary Reynolds 
Elementary School (see video) is an overcrowded 
and poorly maintained school. However, with a 
complete count in the Census, we will receive 
increased funding for classrooms and buildings at 
Cary Reynolds. The City needs your help. Please 
do your part and complete the Census at 
www.2020Census.gov." 
 
As of Thursday, June 18, Doraville showed a 
45.8% response rate to the Census, according to 
the real-time Census tracker. Neighboring 
municipalities Chamblee (47.5%), Brookhaven 
(54.6%) and Dunwoody (64.4%) also are reflected 
in the latest statistics, as are DeKalb County 
(59.5%) and the state (57.5%). 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

TAD Panel Seeks Applications 

An advisory committee for the Tax Allocation 
District, which was formed to redevelop the old 
General Motors property in Doraville, is seeking 
applicants. The City participates in the joint 
oversight committee with DeKalb County. 
 
Candidates with a strong financial background are 
encouraged to apply. Click here for an application 
form, which should be returned upon completion to 
city.clerk@doravillega.us. 

 

  

  

BuHi Community Food Drive Scheduled for Next Saturday, June 27 

We Love BuHi and Latino Community Funds 
Georgia will distribute 2,000 boxes of ready-
to-heat meals, groceries and bread to 
immigrant communities living along the 
Buford Highway corridor next Saturday, June 
27. 
 
The food drive will be held at 3765 Park 
Avenue, in the greenspace across from the 
Doraville Municipal Court building, and it will 
run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (or until boxes run 
out). 
 
Giving Kitchen is sponsoring the event with 
help from Good Food Works and Eugene 
Kitchen. For more information, click here. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

School District Wants Feedback on 
Issues Surrounding Reopening 

The DeKalb County School District is seeking 
public input on learning models and hybrid options 
that it is considering for this year's reopening of 
schools. A survey from the district asks for 
feedback on social distancing and hygiene, bus 
transportation, meals, health protocols, access to 
technology and other issues. 
 
Click here to take the survey, which will remain 
open until Sunday, June 21. 

 

 

 

  

  



Theater Troupe to Offer Virtual Drama Camp for Children Next Week  

The Doraville-based theater company Merely Players Presents 
will hold a virtual drama camp June 22-26 for children ages 4-
6. Campers will log on daily from home for instruction. Two 
sessions are available, from 10 a.m. to noon or from 2 to 4 
p.m. 
 
The camp is designed to build literacy skills, self-confidence, 
creative expression, and spatial and body awareness. 
 
Registration of $125 includes a box of goodies for use in the 
camp. Click here for details. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

For Fun, Try Interactive Bingo Game From Peachtree Creek Greenway  

Peachtree Creek Greenway is hosting an interactive 
bingo game through July 6 that is designed to get 
participants out of the house to explore the greenway. 
Prizes are awarded each week for the best photos. 
 
Click here for PCG's Facebook page and here for a 
grid that includes information about what you're 
supposed to find and photograph. Questions? Email 
info@peachtreecreek.org. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

City Hall Operating on Limited 
Schedule With Limited Staffing 

Doraville City Hall has reopened to the public on a 
limited weekday schedule with limited staffing. 
 
All visitors are required to wear face coverings, 
with no exceptions, and to practice social 
distancing. Hand sanitizer is available in the lobby, 
and its use is strongly encouraged. Please 
continue to use the City's website 
(www.doravillega.us) for business that can be 
transacted online and does not require a visit to 
City Hall. 
 

 

 



City Hall's public hours are: 
 
-- Walk-in visitors: Mondays and Wednesdays, 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
-- By appointment only: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
-- Closed: Fridays and weekends 

 

 

 

Municipal Court, Playgrounds Are 
Now Open With Restrictions 

Doraville Municipal Court has resumed holding 
hearings while adhering to procedures designed to 
safeguard the health of the public and court staff. 
Click here for complete details on the reopening. 
 
Court is being held on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Fridays in three sessions -- at 9:30 a.m., noon and 
2:30 p.m. Defendants enter the court in groups of 
10 every 15 minutes. A face covering is required to 
be worn at all times, and body temperature is 
taken upon entry by a no-touch thermometer. 
 
The City's playgrounds have reopened for informal 
play. This includes the use of playground 
equipment, basketball courts and soccer pitches. 

 

  

  

City Calendar  

 Monday, June 22: City Council special meetings, 11:30 a.m. (millage rate) and 7 p.m. 
(millage rate and fiscal year 2021 budget)  

 Monday, June 29: City Council special meeting, 7 p.m. (millage rate and budget) with 
budget adoption to follow  

 Friday, July 3: City holiday for Fourth of July  
 
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, meetings are currently being conducted via teleconference. 
Agendas and staff reports can be found here. 

  

 

  

  

Keep Track of What's Going On in Doraville 

Do you know of friends, neighbors or family members, in Doraville or outside the City, who are interested 
in keeping up with what's happening? Encourage them to register to receive this weekly e-newsletter! It's 
free, and they can sign up here. Be sure to like the City of Doraville page on Facebook, too! 

   

 


